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INTRODUCTION

INn a context of changing legislation in Europe on the reduction of antibiotic use in livestock, the MEXAVI[1] project aimed to develop a methodology to evaluate the potential of plant extracts to improve natural defenses in
poultry, from the selection of plants to the measurement of biological effectiveness. This poster only focuses on the first step: analysis of scientific literature to select the most promising plants.
Several thousands of plant species are considered to be medicinal. There are as many published studies investigating plants biological activity. However, a close look at the literature reveals that even though precise

results are presented in every paper, the botanicals' specification is often unsubstantial and insufficient to allow a proper replication of the studies.
[1] MEXAVI : Methodology to evaluate plant EXtracts in AViculture
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CONCLUSIONS

The issues highlighted on the quality of the botanical and phytochemical characterisation of the material involved in studies evaluating plant biological activity eventually hinders science and casts
doubt on the reliability of medicinal plants. MEXAVI project endeavoured to provide a replicable method to rigorously analyse a pool of relevant papers and assess their quality for the phytochemical step. It resulted in
the design of a scoring grid tfor the non-specialists of plant extracts who are involved in testing plant-based products for their bioactivity. This tool has been published so far in French only.
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